Fall/Winter 2022-23

RALPHO TOWNSHIP
206 S. Market St., Suite 1 - Elysburg, PA 17824
Phone: 570-672-9236 - Fax: 570-672-1963
ralphotownship.org

Board of Supervisors
Chairman
Daniel Williams
Vice Chairman
Blaine Madara Jr.
Supervisors
Stephen Major
Vincent Daubert
Blaine Madara Sr.
Secretary/Treasurer
Debra Olson
dolson@ralphotownship.org
Manager
Joseph Springer
jspringer@ralphotownship.org
Office Hours:
Mon, Tues, Thurs, Fri
8 a.m. to 4 p.m.
Wednesday by phone

Halloween Safety:
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o Watch for cars
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Decorate costumes and bags with reflective tape or stickers
and, if possible, choose light colors.

o

Choose face paint and makeup whenever possible instead of
masks, which can obstruct a child’s vision.
Have kids carry glow sticks or flashlights to help them see
and be seen by drivers.

o

Roadmaster:
Damion Beagle
570-672-2040
roadmaster@ ralphotownship.org

Code/Zoning Officer:
Mark Lyash
570-672-3844/570-898-0187
codeoffice@ralphotownship.org

Meeting Schedules
All meetings are open to the
public and held at the
Township Building
Board of Supervisors
2nd Tuesday at 6:30 p.m.
Planning Commission
1st Tuesday at 6:30

Tips for Parents:
Drive Extra Safely on Halloween
o Slow down and be especially alert in residential neighborhoods. Children are excited on
Halloween and may move in unpredictable ways.
o
o
o

Take extra time to look for kids at intersections, on medians and on curbs.
Enter and exit driveways and alleys slowly and carefully.
Get rid of any distractions - like your phone - in your car so you can concentrate on the road
and your surroundings.

LEAF COLLECTION
October 17-November 23rd
Monday & Wednesday
All streets west of Market Street
Tuesday & Thursday – Market Street & all
streets east of Market Street
Friday – Overlook and Sunnyside
**There will be no leaf collection in any
outlying areas within the Township**
Residents are asked to rake leaves to the edges of their
paved roadway, not in ditches and in windrows no larger than 3
feet wide or 3 feet high. Absolutely no piles please! Leaves
with sticks, rocks, grass clippings or other debris or in piles
and in ditches will not be collected.
This is only a tentative schedule!

Bad weather,

equipment failure or emergencies can interfere with the
schedule.
Any leaves collected after November 23rd must be bagged
for pickup. Call Roadmaster at 672-2040 to have bagged
leaves picked up or with any questions.

Recycling
Information
Ralpho Township offers drop off recycling to our residents.
The recycling drop off is located behind the municipal building
between the playground and the municipal shed. Items can
be dropped off in appropriate receptacles.
Acceptable items are:
Aluminum cans, bi-metal, plastics #1 and #2,
newspaper/office paper, cardboard; and clear, green and blue
glass.
Non-Acceptable items are:
Pots, pans, aluminum foil, ceramic oven-ware, drinking
glasses, window glass, mirror glass, light bulbs, Styrofoam,
clay pots, plastic bags, foil type paper, paper towels, tissue
paper.
Hours:
Tuesday
Thursday
Saturday

8 a.m. to 3 p.m.
12 noon to 6 p.m.
8 to 11 a.m.

Please be a mindful recycler. Placing items in the wrong
container or leaving garbage in the recycling can cause the
program to fail. Recycling area is under continuous camera
surveillance.

7 Tips for Walking Across Ice
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.

Move Slowly & Steadily
Take Shorter Steps
Avoid Melting ice
Go Around Slopes & Stairs When You Can
Keep An Eye Out For Changing Surfaces
Wear The Right Shoes
When All Else Fails - Waddle

Township
Awarded
$70,000 DCNR
Grant
Township Manager, Joseph Springer, along
with the Board of Supervisors and community
support, applied for a DCNR Grant to improve
Township recreational facilities.
DCNR awarded $70,000 to Ralpho Township
to improve its community park that is located
next to the municipal building.
The project will rehabilitate and improve the
safety and accessibility of the current site.
The baseball field will be improved with a
fence guard on the outfield fence to enhance
the safety of the players and a new baseball
backstop that will improve the safety of the
people and vehicles parked behind the current
backstop. ADA parking markings and signage
will be updated to current code and a
wheelchair accessible viewing area will be
properly marked for spectators.
Lighting consisting of 4 LED-topped stadium
lighting poles will be added to allow games to
be played later in the evening allowing parents
and other to attend more games. The current
scoreboard will be replaced and relocated to a
safer portion of the field with new wiring.
Current legacy-type lighting fixtures on the
tennis courts and basketball court will be
replaced with new highly efficient LED lighting.
In the playground area, the existing raised
“fountain area” will be removed to allow for
better accessibility and new ADA accessible
equipment will be installed in that area and
elsewhere in the playground. Wood fiber will
be placed and/or replaced as needed for the
installation and ADA access paths along with
the addition of 3 new trees to enhance the
shade area available for patrons.
Some matching funds will be required by the
Township as well for the project.

BUS STOP SAFETY
Schools are opening again and students will be returning to
bus stops along State and Townships Roadways. Please follow
the appropriate safety guidelines:
 Motorists must stop at least 10 feet away from school buses that have their red lights
flashing and stop arm extended.
 Motorists must stop when they are behind a bus, meeting the bus or approaching an
intersection where a bus is stopped.
 Motorists following or traveling alongside a school bus must also stop until the redlights have stopped flashing, the stop arm is withdrawn, and all children have
reached safety.
 If physical barriers such as grassy medians, guide rails or concrete median barriers
separate oncoming traffic from the bus, motorists in the opposing lanes may proceed
without stopping.
 DO NOT PROCEED until all children have reached a place of safety.

Penalties and Fines Related to School Buses:
 $250 Fine
 Five points on your driving record
 60-day license suspension

Ralpho Township
Snow Policy
During the winter season it is the Road Crew’s policy to begin salting, cindering and
plowing as soon as it is necessary. There are 51 miles of roads within the Township. All
major thoroughfares will be done first. Starting points for remaining roads will be
alternated.

After the initial pass, the plow will return to widen the path.

How you can help:
1. Do not drive unless absolutely necessary
2. Remove your vehicles from the roadways, park in your driveway or yard if necessary
to allow the crews to plow without any obstructions. If your vehicle is not removed
from the street, it will be plowed in.
3. Prevent street flooding by clearing catch basins near your home to allow rain and
melting snow to enter the drainage system.
4. All snow plows are angled the same way (to the driver’s right) and will automatically
push the snow that direction. It is impossible for the equipment operators to avoid
pushing snow into cleared driveways and sidewalks. If you must clear your driveway
prior to completion of snow plowing, please keep in mind that the snow that is in
front of the plow will unload wherever there is a cleared area. This is why snow is
left in a cleared driveway as the street is plowed. Clearing an area on the side of
the driveway from which the plow approaches will provide an area for the snow to
unload before it reaches your driveway. This area needs to be at least five feet
long and two to three feet wide.
5. It is UNLAWFUL to shovel, plow or snow blow any snow next to a fire hydrant or on
any sidewalk or on any portion of the street or roadway.
6. Mailbox damage – the township is not responsible for any mailboxes that are located
within the right of way, that are hit by snow, ice or snow plowers.
7. Please be patient with the equipment operators. Snow removal is a strenuous and
time-consuming task. It is our mission to make the streets passable and as safe for
motorists as we can in the shortest period of time. Every storm is different and
poses different challenges.
Those residents who feel they have a legitimate complaint should call the office of
the Roadmaster at 570-672-2040.
-- Please save this page for future reference --

Tips for Driving Safely in the
Winter Months











Make certain your tires are properly inflated and
have plenty of tread.
Keep at least half a tank of fuel in your vehicle at
all times.
Do not use cruise control when driving on any
slippery surface, such as on ice and snow.
Stay home: Only go out if necessary.
Drive slowly: Always adjust your speed down to
account for lower traction when driving on snow
or ice.
Accelerate and decelerate slowly: Apply the
gas slowly to regain traction and avoid skids.
Don’t try to get moving in a hurry and take time to
slow down for a stoplight. Remember: It takes
longer to slow down on icy roads.
Increase your following distance to five to six
seconds: This increased margin of safety will
provide the longer distance needed if you have to
stop.
Don’t stop going up a hill: There’s nothing
worse than trying to get moving up a hill on an icy
road. Get some inertia going on a flat roadway
before you take on the hill.

Parking Prohibited
During Winter
Maintenance
Parking on the following
streets is prohibited during
winter maintenance and until
said maintenance is completed
on the street, whether or not a
snow emergency is declared:
Birchwyn Drive
Hillcrest Drive
Bradford Lane
Cameron Drive

Drive Safe during the
Holiday Season
Enhanced DUI enforcement is conducted throughout the
holiday season:
-Do not drive when you are impaired.
-Have a designated driver if you do drink.
-Always wear your seatbelts
-Avoid distraction while driving, such as using your cell
phone to text, email, or access social media.
-Check the weather conditions before you head out on
the road.
-Make sure to drive at a speed that is safe for road and
weather conditions.

If you would like this newsletter emailed to
you in the future, please
email your request to:
dolson@ralphotownship.org

