
 

 

MINUTES - RALPHO TOWNSHIP SUPERVISORS  

REGULAR MONTHLY MEETING   -   APRIL 8, 2025 

Held in Municipal Building Meeting Room, 206 S. Market St., Elysburg, PA 

     

Chairman Daubert called the meeting to order at 6:30 p.m. and led the recitation of the Pledge of 

Allegiance to the flag. 

 
Attending were:  Supervisors Blaine Madara Sr., Vincent Daubert, Stephen Major, Daniel Williams and 
Blaine Madara Jr.  Also attending were:  Township Manager Joseph Springer, Solicitor Todd Kerstetter, 
Township Secretary/Treasurer Debra Olson; Code Officer Mark Lyash; Chief Bryon Chowka; 
Roadmaster Damion Beagle; Larry Deklinski Shamokin News-Item; and 4 interested citizens. 
 
CITIZEN INPUT ON AGENDA ITEMS-Susan Koenigsberg, 192 Thomas Rd, presented sample 
ordinances to allow chickens in residential zones in Ralpho Township. 
 
Supervisor Major arrived at 6:38 p.m. 
 
Minutes of March 11, 2025 regular monthly meeting and bid tabulation were accepted as presented on 
Williams/Madara Jr. 
 
TREASURER’S REPORT was accepted as presented on Madar Jr./Madara Sr motion and carried. 
 
Bills were approved as presented for payment, including those bills paid between regular meetings on a 
Madara Jr./Williams motion, motion carried unanimously.  
 

 Madara Jr./Williams motioned to approve payment application for Peters Consultants, Inc. for 
engineering fees for Ralpho Township Gym ADA Phase 2 to be paid by CDBG Funds.  Motion 
carried. 

 

CORRESPONDENCE 

 Ralpho Fire Relief Association Compliance Audit from January 1, 2022 to December 31, 2023 
was received. 

 Invitation was received for County Maintenance Municipal Outreach Program on Thursday, 
April 24 from 9 to 11 a.m. Road crew and secretary plan to attend. 

 

COMMITTEE/DEPARTMENT REPORTS: 

PLANNING – Mark Lyash  
 Madara Sr./Madara Jr. motioned to accept the recommendation of the Planning Commission and 

approve the Jankowski Land Development Plan.  Motion carried. 
 

STREET DEPARTMENT – Madara Sr. 

 Report was received. 
 Roadmaster Beagle has learned that the Township does own one bridge on East Center Street, he 

will work with KPI Engineering to have an inspection done. 
 State Rt 54/Center Street Intersection possibility of traffic signal was discussed.  The Board 

asked Chief Chowka to set up the speed machine at both sides of intersection for a week to get a 
vehicle count at the intersection. 

 Madara Sr./Major motioned to accept vegetation management agreement for $3,145.59 with 
Ehrlich.  Motion carried. 

 Street sweeping went well with equipment rented this year. 



 

 

 

 

BUILDINGS – Daubert 

 none 

RECREATION – Madara Jr. 

 Tube slide has a crack.  Supervisor Madara Jr. has asked for this to be added to the Recreation 

Grant that will go out for bid.  The bid will go out and be awarded at the May meeting. 

ZONING OFFICER’S REPORT – Williams 

 6 permits were issued and $1,932 fees were collected during March.  1 permit was closed, 42 
letters of correspondence were sent; and, 30 complaints were received for vehicles, trash, 
dumping and dangerous structures, etc. 5 Burning permits were issued. 

 Burning Ordinance and permit application were shared with the board.  Supervisor Madara Sr. 
asked if Code Officer, Supervisor Williams and possibly the chiefs of both fire companies could 
get together to discuss how to tweak the ordinance for future controlled burns.  Chief Eric Haupt 
was present at the meeting and agreed to get together and review the ordinance.  Code Officer 
Lyash followed the ordinance and issued the permit as the permitee had met all the requirements 
outlayed in the ordinance. 

 

POLICE DEPARTMENT/PUBLIC SAFETY – Major 

 Report was read 
 Discussion took place on selling 2016 Police cruiser to Shamokin School District, board asked 

that the school give an offer the school is willing to pay. Williams/Daubert motioned to sell for 
$4,500 contingent on decision by Shamokin School Board decision.  Motion carried. 

 

RECYCLING – Williams 

 None 
 Supervisor Williams thanked Charles Kowalchick for the great job he has done keeping the 

recycling program running so smoothly.  The entire board agreed. 
 

MANAGER’S REPORT 

 Infrastruction loan is still being reviewed by Penn Dot.  They will let us know if they need 
further information. 

 Municipal Retirement Trust Pension review/comparison was discussed.  Madara Sr./Madara Jr. 
motioned to put the retirement pension out for RFP.  Motion carried. 

 

SOLICITOR’S REPORT 

 none 
 

ENGINEER’S REPORT 

 Report was received from KPI Technology. 
 

OLD BUSINESS: 

 none 
 

NEW BUSINESS:  

 Daubert/Madara Jr. motioned to accept CDBG 2025 Application Preparation Schedule.  Motion 
carried. 

 



 

 

CITIZEN INPUT – Trevor Knoebel/Stacy McDonald from Knoebels were present to further discuss a 
regional Wayfinding Study.  Steve Lewellyn and Jason Snyder shared with them possible multi-modal 
bicycle path grant opportunities.  SEDA-COG is willing to be the facilitator of a round table of the 
different municipalities to get together and discuss the possibilities.  Betsy Kramer from SEDA-COG 
has an invite email ready to be sent out. 
 
ADJOURNMENT – there being nothing further for discussion, meeting adjourned at approximately 
7:25 p.m. on Wiliams/Madara Jr. motion and carried.  
 
Executive session was held for possible litigation. 
 
 
      Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 

Debra L. Olson 
      Ralpho Township Secretary 


